
SCRUTINY ADVISORY BOARD – COMMUNITIES 
AND PLACE

Meeting date: 15 June 2018

From: Senior Manager – Policy and Scrutiny

Board Briefing – Communities and Place Scrutiny 
Advisory Board
1.0 Purpose of Report

1.1 This report provides the Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board 
with an update on any issues and developments that have occurred since 
the last meeting of the Board on 16 March 2018, and on the Board’s current 
work programme.

2.0 Issues for Scrutiny

2.1 Members are asked to:

2.2 Note the range of activity set out in the report and updates following the last 
meeting of the Board on 16 March 2018

2.3 Consider the current Board work programme and other future activity

2.4 Consider the briefing note on the Management and Responsibility of Closed 
Landfill Sites attached as Appendix 1 and any issues arising

2.5 Consider the briefing note on Section 106 Agreements attached as Appendix 
2 and any issues arising

2.6 Consider the Forward Plan of Key Decisions 1 July 2018 – 31 August 2018 
attached as Appendix 3 

3.0 Background

3.1 At the last meeting of the Board on 16 March 2018, Members considered the 
impact of Mechanical Biological Treatment Plants in Cumbria, performance 
against household recycling targets following a referral from the Scrutiny 
Performance Working Group, the work to construct the Thirlmere to West 
Cumbria pipeline, early work on the development of a highways permit 
scheme in Cumbria, and the scope for a task and finish group on recycling 
and reuse.



3.2 Members agreed that the Board receive a further update on the work to 
develop a highways permit scheme which has been programmed in for the 
September meeting of the Board.

3.3 Following the Board’s consideration of issues relating to the construction of 
the Thirlmere to West Cumbria pipeline, a member briefing session on this 
project is being arranged.

3.4 Board members also raised issues in respect of the management and 
responsibility of closed landfill sites. Subsequently, a briefing note on the 
issues raised has been produced and is attached as Appendix 1.

Task and Finish Activity

3.5 The scope for the waste reuse and recycling task group is expected to be 
approved by Scrutiny Management Board shortly. An invitation to participate 
in the group will then be issued, and a plan for the group’s activity agreed.

3.6 In February 2018, Cabinet agreed the recommendations of the Cumbria 
County Council Equality Objectives Task and Finish Group which had been 
commissioned by the Board in early 2017. The implementation of the 
recommendations are now being tracked.

3.7 The Group made 3 recommendations:

3.8 Recommendation 1: To introduce a council-wide Equality Action Plan setting 
out how the objectives agreed in 2016 will be met.

3.9 Update: The Equality Action Plan is being developed for consideration by 
Cabinet in September 2018. 

3.10 Recommendation 2: To use the Equality Needs Assessment to provide an 
update on how the organisation has been delivering against its objectives.

3.11 Update: The Equality Needs Assessment will be completed and published in 
early 2019 providing evidence of progress against equality objectives.

3.12 Recommendation 3: To develop for Local Committees a suite of information 
on equalities for their local committee area that can inform Area Planning 
and integration work in localities.

3.13 Update: The development of a suite of information for Local Committees will 
be undertaken following approval of the Equality Action Plan in the autumn.

3.14 Cabinet also advised in February that the outcomes of the Scrutiny review 
would be incorporated into the Council Plan and its delivery. Members are 
asked to note that the Council’s new Council Plan Delivery Plan is to be 
considered by Cabinet on 14 June 2018.



Other developments

Section 106 agreements

3.15 Following the Board’s previous consideration of issues relating to 
infrastructure schemes, a briefing note is attached to the paper as Appendix 
2 on Section 106 Agreements and how they can be used to secure 
infrastructure and services that the County Council is responsible for.

Plastics

3.16 Full Council on 19 April 2018 agreed a motion to ask Cabinet to:

 To undertake an audit of single-use plastics used by the Authority and seek to 
replace them with sustainable or reusable alternatives where practicable by the 
end of 2018; and,

 As the Waste Disposal Authority continue to work with the 6 District Councils 
who are the Waste Collection Authorities and recipients of Recycling Credits to 
educate members of the public and businesses about plastic waste.

3.17 The current work programme for the Communities and Place Scrutiny 
Advisory Board is as below.

Meetings July 2018 September 
2018

November 
2018

March 2019

Fire & Rescue 
Service 
Inspection 
Preparations

Fire & Rescue 
Service 
Inspection 
Preparations

Update on Fire 
& Rescue 
Service 
Inspection 
Preparations

Update on Fire 
& Rescue 
Service 
Inspection 
Preparations

Implementation 
of HIMS 

Update on 
Highways 
Permit Scheme

Highways and 
the Customer 
Strategy

Changes to 
Prevent (tbc)

Integrated 
Transport

Topics / 
Activity

Task & Finish Group – prevention and reduction of 
waste and the community and voluntary sector

Other topics to be considered and timetabled
Loneliness & Social prescription
Plastic waste
The parking system

3.18 Board Members are asked to consider this proposed work programme 
above.

3.19 Finally, the current Forward Plan of Key Decisions for 1 July 2018 – 31 
August 2018 is attached as Appendix 3. Members are asked to note the 



items that relate to the work of the Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory 
Board and to discuss any issues arising.

4.0 Conclusion

4.1 The Board’s current work programme includes a number of major areas of 
activity being undertaken by the Council over the coming months.

Clare Killeen
Strategic Policy and Scrutiny Adviser
6 June 2018]

Appendices

Appendix 1 – briefing note on Management and Responsibility of Closed Landfill 
Sites
Appendix 2 – briefing note on Section 106 Agreements
Appendix 3 – Forward Plan of Key Decisions for 1 July 2018 – 31 August 2018

Previous Relevant Council or Executive Decisions
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions.

Background Papers

No background papers.
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